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“"Where, after all, do universal rights begin? In small places, close
to home - so close and so small that they cannot be seen on any
maps of the world. ( ... ) Unless these rights have meaning there,
they have little meaning anywhere.” These were the words of Eleonor
Roosevelt, the first chair of the UN Commission on Human Rights
and who oversaw the drafting of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (UDHR) in‘1947-48. The UDHR is a remarkable achievement as
it reflects a consensus among various nations with differing historical,
religious, political, and cultural traditions. The UDHR chartered a bold
new course for human rights by presenting a vision that repels the
excess of both individualism and collectivism. At the same time, the
UDHR also symbolizes the opening of a new era in which human rights

have become the dominant mode of discourse.

Even though the remarkable achievement of the UDHR was the ability
to forge consensus among various political and cultural traditions,
there have been growing differences and disagreements in the last
decades as to what human rights are. Emerging new claims of rights
that weaken, rather than strengthen, the idea of inalienable rights,
the shrinking role of subsidiarity that undermines the universality of
human rights or the misconception of the role of national sovereignty
all warrant reflection. The international scientific conference
commemorates the 75th anniversary of the adoption of the UDHR
and, at the same time, will explore and address some of the complex

contemporary challenges of the human rights system.
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11:00-12:10

Moderator:

Panelists:

12:10-13:30

13:30-14:40

Moderator:
Panelists:

14:40-15:00

Registration
Opening Remarks (MCC Leadership TBA)

Panel Discussion I
Setting the Stage: Drafting, Adoption and Heritage of the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Thibaud Gibelin (Visiting fellow of MCC)

Charles Kesler. (Claremont McKenna College and Claremont
Graduate University)

Renée Lerner (George Washington University)

David Tse-chien Pan (University of California, Irvine)

Thio Li-ann (National University of Singapore)
Coffee Break

Panel Discussion I1I

The Proliferation of Rights Claims

Lénard Sandor (Head of the Center for International Law,

MCC & Barna Horvath HLLC)

Craig Lerner (George Mason University)

Nicolo Zanon (Constitutional Court of Italy and University of Milan)
Steven F. Hayward (University of California, Berkeley)

Thibault Mercier (Cercle Droit et Liberté, Paris)

Gergely Deli (Univesity of Public Service, Budapest)

Lunch Break

Panel Discussion III
National Sovereignty, Subsidiarity and Human Rights

Gabriella Erdi (Student of MCC)

Hajime Yamamoto (Keio University)

Josephat Kilonzo (Strathmore University)
Ondrej Hamulak (Palacky University Olomouc)
Aniké Raisz (University of Miskolc)

Coffee Break



15:00-16:10

Moderator:

Panelists:

16:10-16:20

16:20-17:30

Moderator:

Panelists:

17:30-17:40

17:40-18:30

Panel Discussion IV
Religious Liberty: the Keystone in the Arch of Freedom

Mark Dudas (Student of MCC)

Javier Martinez-Torron (Complutense University of Madrid)
Elyakim Rubinstein (Hebrew University of Jerusalem)
Baldzs Schanda (Pazmany Péter Catholic University)
Szilvia Kobel (Karoli Gaspar University of the Reformed

Church in Hungary)
Coffee.Break

Panel Discussion V

Human Rights and the Economy

Veronika Korom (ESSEC Business School)

Krisztian Kecsmar (Court of Justice of the European Union)
Steffen Hindelang (Uppsala University)

Michelle Zang (Victoria University of Wellington)

Istvan Varga (Head of the Center for Private Law, MCC)

Closing Remarks: Lénard Sandor (Head of Center for

International Law, MCC)
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